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O bituary for

Betty Ruth Brauher

(17 March 1924 - 26 January 2021)

Betty Ruth Brauher, age 96 years, fell asleep in death around 12:30 AM on 26 January 2021 at The

Laurels of Carson City, MI. She was born on 17 March 1924 at the home of Harzey and E. Inez
Fisher in Ferris Township, Montcalm County, MI, the second child of Floyd Ernest and Myrtle
Ruth (Tomlin) Wilson. Her siblings include Mary Louise (1922-2003), Geraldine Adelia (1925-

1933), William Henry (1927-1984) and Emma Jean (1929-2007). In addition to living through the
Great Depression and WWII, there were two other events in Betty's life that would shape her into

a strong and resilient woman. Betty was 3 years old in 1927 when a polio epidemic was affecting
the country. Her mother, who was 23 years old and pregnant, was tragically stricken with the
disease and thereafter confined to a wheelchair. Then six years later, on 21 October 1933, calamity

struck again. Betty, her sisters Mary and Geraldine, and brother William, were in the neighbor
Johnson's barn along with the Johnson children and their father when it was struck with a
lightning bolt. Merle Johnson, age 7, was killed instantly and Geraldine, age 8, died the next day.

Betty was admitted to Alma Hospital (MI) in critical condition. She recovered but was left with a
long scar on her neck and back. The astonishing event made the front-page news of the Detroit

Free Press on 23 October 1933.
Betty spent her elementary years at Douglas Road School then attended Riverdale High School,
graduating in 1941. Betty married Leo Burt Brauher of Ithaca, MI on 22 November 1941 in Crystal,

Michigan. They were attended by Leo's sister Helen and her husband Chet Smith. Leo and Betty
started a family in 1942, welcoming their first son, Robert, who was later joined by Shirley, Roger,

and Richard. In June 1949 the family moved from Pontiac, MI to the Riverdale area where they
had a house built on property they purchased near the home of Betty's parents. The family grew
again with the addition of Gary and Kathleen. While Leo developed and farmed the property,

Betty did her part to supplement the family's income. She worked for a pickle plant in Edmore,
MI, processing cucumbers (1955-1958), and the Wolverine Shoe Company in Ithaca, MI,
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constructing shoes (1962-1970). Betty was very energetic; her favorite pastimes were gardening,
travel, shopping, and interior decorating. She enjoyed attending family gatherings, events, and

reunions.
Betty is survived by her children: Robert Brauher of Crystal, MI; Shirley (Greg) Johnston of Alma,

MI; Roger (De) Brauher of Pratt, KS; Richard (Jeanne) Brauher of Riverdale, MI; and Kathleen
Delorey of Whitmore Lake, MI; and her grandchildren: Robin, Scott, Patrick, Angela, Tamara,
Dawn, Robert, Jr., Barbara, Richard Jr., Lori, Christine, William Jr., Sarah, and Gary Jr., along with

many great and great-great grandchildren.
Betty was preceded in death by her parents, her siblings, her husband Leo, her son Gary, and her

granddaughter Shani Brauher Corrigan.
Cremation has already taken place. A memorial service will be held at a later date.
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IL Ishii L Lori posted:

Thank you! She is greatly missed.

August 3 at 8:00 PM

IL Ishii L Lori posted:

My Grandma and your Mom were such great friends. I remember going to your Moms house with

my Grandma. Such fond memories.

August 3 at 8:00 PM

JN June Nestle posted:

Sweet Betty had a lot of personality packed in that little body! She was such a fun friendly part of

our Food With Friends group in Vestaburg while I was there!

February 14 at 8:00 PM

KG Kathy Wing Gibson posted:

Betty was such a great friend and neighbor to my mother, Ilah Wing. Her stories of their childhood,

one when a fireball came down the chimney of their school, were full of memories and fun. I'm

sorry for the family's loss of their wonderful mother. Kathy and Jack Gibson

February 13 at 8:00 PM

RB Rod Brauher  posted:

Always smiling, pleasant, and well dressed! RIP Aunt Betty!

February 10 at 8:00 PM

BH Becky Shinabargar  Herd posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. Aunt Betty was such a nice lady. God be with you all. Love you all!

February 10 at 8:00 PM

PAGE 5 OF 7



Tribute Wall Betty Ruth Brauher
MAR  17, 19 2 4  -  JAN  2 6 , 2 0 2 1

SR Sharon Rinckey lit a candle in honor of Betty.

Special memories of a terrific lady! I remember seeing her so many times at a

store in Alma! She always had that beautiful smile on her face! Even at Laurels

she always knew who I was and we had such great visits! God Bless all of you!

February 10 at 8:00 PM

CF Cindy Feiss posted:

Sorry for your loss.

February 9 at 8:00 PM

RB Robin Berry posted:

I am already looking forward to the resurrection on the paradise earth that Jehovah will soon

make under his kingdom rule. (Matt 6:9,10; Acts 24:15; Rev 21:3-5; Ps 37:10, 11) There will be so

many happy reunions!

February 8 at 8:00 PM

PAGE 6 OF 7



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Betty by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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